Aurora MASTER ARCHER Shoot
4th September 2022
On a beautiful late-summer day, we were delighted
once again to welcome such a wonderful turnout of
guests to our inaugural Aurora Master Archer event.
A fantastic level of support in tough times, with just
shy of 90 expectant and eager archers joining us for
a great day of archery in our amazing woodland. We
never take your support for granted and send our
sincere thanks to every one of you from all of us here
at Aurora.
So, something a bit different on offer this time.
Many clubs routinely host fantastic Master Archer
events where typically, the challenge is to beat a set
score to win a coveted patch. Being Aurora, we like
to add our own twist on proceedings by trying things that are a bit different, so we introduced
a new format for our event and judging by the feedback on the day and afterwards, I think
we may have created a winner and most definitely something we will repeat in future.
So how did it work? The course was laid out with 20 3D targets in a loop with each archer
going round twice making 40 targets in total with the usual gold, silver, and bronze medals on
offer to the top scores in each class.
First time round was standard Big Game scoring with up to 3 arrows from the normal pegs
(no wasps). Some expertly laid shots took full advantage of the unusual terrain, trees, and
natural features at our disposal to create a varied, deceptive, and particularly challenging
round. Nothing too long but plenty to get the grey matter working.
Second time round, things took on a different complexion as it transitioned into a 1-Arrow
shoot using a dedicated black and white, 1-Arrow peg, mostly closer than the red, but in many
cases more technical. Juniors and cubs shot from what would normally be their 2nd peg.
To become a Master Archer, you simply had to match or beat your Big Game total with your
1-Arrow total. Straightforward? Well,
we all know that 3D Field Archers are
the salt of the earth and as honest as
the day is long, but just in case anyone
had the slightest inclination of, shall
we say, under-performing in the first
half to make it easier to beat with their
1-Arrow round, (as if), we introduced
the concept of a par score for each
style / class which was a total score
that had to be matched or beaten to
be eligible for the Master Archer
award. You could hear the muffled
cursing ripple through the glade
during the briefing…
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This par was calculated as the average of the NFAS 3D Champs scores earlier in the year, and
to balance the advantage that the sighted classed would undoubtedly hold on the 1-Arrow
round, these were notched down by 10% for all unsighted classes. To increase the tension the
par score was printed on everyone’s scorecard for their specific class, so they knew exactly
what they had to do… Juniors and cubs didn’t have to beat a
par for two reasons – there wasn’t sufficient data from the
Champs results to calculate them for all classes, and more
importantly, I’ve yet to meet a junior or cub who would
willingly underperform….
And the prize for becoming a Master Archer? One of our
unique, brilliantly designed and expertly crafted Master Archer
badges, created by our very own graphic design specialist,
Spencer – fantastic job!
Like many innovations, we literally had no idea how this was going to pan out… we only had
33 badges; Would that be enough? What if everybody won one? What if nobody won one?
Goodness it’s never been so stressful being in the admin tent entering the scores into the
computer whilst keeping a mental tally of the number of Master Archers as it steadily rose.
The trick was to try to set the 1-Arrow pegs in such a position that it was possible to beat the
Big Game half but not a doddle. Make it too hard and you’d have a load of disgruntled archers
and no winners, too easy and everyone gets bored, and you run out of awards. A definite
challenge for the course layer, to balance what the goal and objective of that peg should be.
Feedback from one of our guests, Paul Chittenden, was so insightful and eloquent, I just had
to include it here to provide a sense of what it was like to shoot the format:
“It was an absolute anxiety creator, having done well
on the first round, when you get a 16 on the second
round, look across and see you got a 20 ( or even 24
) before, it’s a weird feeling of frustration as you drift
away from the morning, and pure despair when you
miss one. (You look across and see that you missed
some in the morning session, so you are happy!!
Weird ).
For training purposes, it is an absolute wonderful
exercise in Zen Archery and just do your thing, …. My
last two shots were pure agony as there was only 2
points in it.
I also think for Mid Table, having a bad morning, a
wonderful chance to put in a good 2nd half and be
“rewarded”.
In the end we anointed 28 Master Archers – phew, you’d think it was planned! A few tweaks
for next time but overall, a remarkably successful and thoroughly enjoyable format.
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On now to the traditional round of thanks to everyone
who made the day possible. To every member of Aurora
who helped in any way over the weekend and during the
run up, a sincere thank you, you are all brilliant and we
couldn’t do it without you. A lot of our new members
came along to help alongside the ‘old hands’ so it was
great to see you all there.
Massive thanks and congratulations to Steffan and Dave
C for designing such a fantastic course. It was great to see
different areas of our woodland being used and more
familiar areas in quite different ways and from unusual
angles. Well done everyone, not forgetting the course
laying team on the Saturday bringing the design to
fruition – Emma, Ken, Dave F and Mark - brilliant job fully
appreciated by all those who attended and thank you
Nadine for capturing everything on camera for posterity!
Heartfelt thanks to Anna and Nadine for keeping everything calm, collected and organised in
the admin tent amidst the flurry of scorecards and spreadsheet wobbles, and to Teresa for
being our Lady paramount for the day, presenting medals to the winners as well as the Master
Archer awards.
Huge thanks to Teresa, Phil, Paul, Holly, and Garry in the
catering tent for keeping the assembled masses fed and
watered throughout – always fantastic fare gratefully
devoured by everyone. Some of the homemade cakes were
especially spectacular, but then archers are fuelled by cake!
This was Teresa’s last time leading the catering crew after 8
years in the role – thank you so much for your contribution
during this time Teresa – we really do appreciate it and you’ll
always be welcome to come back to flip burgers in your
inimitable style.
Thank you to Phil Marr and Archers’ Jewellery for donating a
fabulous silver arrow-head pin for the raffle.
Tom and Molly from Radical Bikes for your tireless support and
humour in allowing us to take over your ground for the day and
finally, Lord Petre for kindly allowing us all to enjoy his
fabulous Parsons Spring woodland.
We look forward to welcoming you once again for more fun in the woods at our New Year
shoot on 29th January 2023. On-line booking will open soon so do look out for that.
In the meantime, stay safe, be well, shoot straight and keep smiling.
Martin Joy
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