Aurora September Shoot 2021
A massive thank you to everyone who joined us for our September shoot, it was wonderful to have a
full house of archers come along as we revert to some form of normality. We really do value and
appreciate your continuing support making all our efforts worthwhile and judging by the great
feedback received from those who took part, it’s fair to say we ‘hit the spot’.
We were even blessed with the weather as we enjoyed a beautifully warm and sunny late summer
day, the only downside being the unwelcome attention of the feasting mosquitoes.
Now is the time to thank all Aurora members who helped make the day such a success, amazing folks
everyone, never ceasing to amaze us with their generosity, versatility and dedication to the cause.
Thank you all so very much.
Aurora means 'New Dawn' and for us, this shoot was indeed the start of a new chapter as the course
was set by a completely new team of club members: Steffan, Emma, Adam, Morgan, Tom, David, Ken
and Garry (I sincerely hope I haven’t missed anyone!!). A 2 x 20 double-pegged track was designed to
be challenging but fair, utilising every inch of the amazing terrain with some beautifully staged targets
making sure that everyone worked hard for their scores.
Judging by the universally positive and enthusiastic acclaim, they did a fantastic job ensuring that the
Aurora tradition remains very much alive and in safe hands for the future. Very well done and thank
you all!
This is an opportune moment to offer our heartfelt thanks to Paul, Holly and Stew for their amazing
courses over the years – you have set the bar very high but we’re always up for a challenge.
One indicator of a return to normality was the full catering on offer, and keeping our guests fed and
watered was our amazing catering team headed up by Teresa and Phil ably assisted by Nathan - great
work all. For the first time we offered contactless card payment which was well-received and worked
seamlessly.
Big thanks to Tom, Molly and all the great people from Radical Bikes for supporting us and once again
allowing us to take over their field.
Finally, we must never forget to show our appreciation and thanks to Lord Petre for allowing us to
enjoy his superb Parsons Spring woodland. We are fortunate indeed to have this truly unique location,
unlike anything else out there and we never tire of its riches.
Looking to the future, as part of the online shoot booking process, we asked a series of questions to
elicit people’s thoughts on rolling starts to help us understand what works, what doesn’t and if it’s the
kind of thing we should be looking to continue post Covid. Thank you to everyone for providing your
feedback which is summarised in the graphic below.
In no way was this a scientific study and I’ll let you come to your own conclusions, but looking at the
summary responses, amongst other things there is a clear message that folks do miss the fellowship
of the mass gatherings, whilst on the flexibility of a rolling start is seen as far outweighing any
downside.
So, what does this mean? Like lots of things in life, it’s all about striking a balance and looking ahead,
here at Aurora we will probably mix it up a bit, and this insight has been very useful in helping steer

our thought process and hopefully may be useful input for other clubs currently assessing their
options.
So on to our next Aurora event, we look forward to welcoming you to our New Year shoot on 23rd
January. Come along and join us to work off those excess Christmas calories and to play with your
shiny new toys. Restricted daylight hours mean that on this occasion we will revert to a mass 9.30am
start as there isn’t enough time to support a rolling start. Look out for the on-line booking form to be
posted soon.
Until then, shoot straight, be safe and enjoy our wonderful sport.
Martin

